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1 Vision

The development agencies which supported the creation of this product envision that its wide adoption will contribute to increasing the capacity of indigenous and other marginalised people to engage in effective policy dialogue and advocacy and to help realise the Millennium Development Goals in the context of “Development with Identity.”

2 Mission

Organisations and agencies adopting and promoting the use of this Training Kit will contribute to the spread of “good practice” in generating, managing, analysing and communicating community spatial information. 

3 Goals

The use of this Training Kit is expected to influence attitudes and behaviours of practitioners. It will ensure that careful, user-driven participatory mapping practice evolves and spreads in an ethically conscious manner. In turn, good practice will ensure that indigenous and other marginalised communities are effective in documenting, representing and communicating their spatial knowledge, while taking a high degree of control over the processes of map making and data management. Good participatory mapping practice will add value and authority to local knowledge. It will facilitate intergenerational knowledge exchange, contribute to building and supporting a cohesive community identity and encourage sustainable planning through collaborative decision making.
4 Context
With the advent of increasingly cheaper, (often free) easy-to-use spatial information management and communication technologies, the beginning of the new millennium has been characterised by a growing and sometimes frenzied interest in georeferencing information. This has had positive and unintended negative consequences which have resulted, in some cases, in local knowledge being arbitrarily exposed, abused and misused. 
In many countries, indigenous and other marginalised people are not well-engaged in effective policy dialogue on issues related to the territories they use, manage and occupy. 

The adoption and sound use of community-based geographic information technologies – combined with effective networking and communication – has proved to have positive impacts on community empowerment and cohesion, innovation and social change. Placing control for access and use of culturally sensitive information in the hands of its traditional custodians sets the foundation for safeguarding the information from external misuse and exploitation. Producing, georeferencing and visualising local spatial knowledge helps communities engage in peer-to-peer dialogue, promote aspirations and concerns with higher-level authorities and address economic forces.

The principal constraint to the spread of good practice has been identified by a vast community of practitioners, researchers and activists as the lack of adequate training material.
In response to these challenges, CTA launched a project with the objective to “support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information”. The International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), the Ford Foundation Brazil, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the European Association of Development Research and Training Institutes (EADI) joined the initiative and contributed complementary funding. In 2010, after two and a half years and collaborations by more than 40 specialists, the Training Kit is now available. 
5 The product

The product consists of a multilingual, modular, multimedia Training Kit to be used in face-to-face training events. It is comprised of 15 Modules which are each further divided into Units. All Components making up the Units are freely customisable. The Training Kit is available in a number of languages including [select the language you plan to use]. 
The Training Kit is designed for building capacity among technology intermediaries working in multidisciplinary teams and operating within an institution or organisation already committed to practising participatory mapping. It is also suitable for those required to deliver training on the practice or facilitate the process in the field. 
It presents instructors with a unique opportunity to design and build individual curricula to meet specific training needs. 
6 Uses

The Training Kit can be used to promote good practice in several domains including: 
· human rights, advocacy and self-determination (e.g. protecting ancestral land and resource rights and entitlements); 
· management and resolution of conflicts in regard to access, use, control and allocation of natural resources; 
· collaborative research; 
· collaborative resource-use planning and management; 
· safeguarding intangible cultural heritage and identity building among indigenous people and rural communities; 
· good governance in regard to transparency and consensual spatial decision making; 
· raising awareness and assisting with education and social learning for new generations; 
· disaster/hazard management.
7 Availability

The Training Kit is free and is available online and on DVD from CTA.
8 Beneficiaries

Immediate users are trainers working for technology intermediary organisations. Ultimate beneficiaries are adopters from community-based organisations, non-governmental organisations, research institutions, academia, multilateral and bilateral development agencies and other development actors. 
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