Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M02 - Attitudes, Behaviours and Ethics]

Unit: [M02U01 - Communication Skills for Facilitators]

Exercise No.1: Map Reversal
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Developed by: Pretty J., Guijt I., Thompson J., Scoones I. and adapted by Giacomo Rambaldi
Objective:

To highlight how we have very specific and correct perspectives and to show how difficult is to change our perspectives and behaviour

Time:

Allow 15 minutes, depending on length of feedback 

Materials:

Map of the country in which the training is being held, without any writing on it (displayed on a flip chart and also one copy for each participant). The map used for this exercise should be developed by the facilitators according to the context of the training (i.e. use a map with which the audience is familiar). 
Procedure:

· Orient the map with the south pointing up and ask the group what it sees. 

· Distribute a copy of the map to each participant and ask them to orient the maps the same way as the large map is orientated. Give participants the names of the country’s main cities and ask each of them to indicate those cities on the map. Tell them they have one minute to do this. 
· Discuss the difficulties they encountered.

Tips and options: 

This exercise can be used to emphasise the significance of multiple perspectives and the legitimacy of multiple perceptions of reality. Some debriefing questions could be:

· Why do we think the map is upside down? (We have been taught a particular perspective.) 

· How did you feel when you had to keep your map upside down? (Irritation, confusion, tried to tilt head or turn map slightly)

· What is the relevance of this for development work and in interactions with rural or urban people?
· What are the implications of these multiple perspectives and perceptions for participatory mapping?

Source: Pretty J., Guijt I., Thompson J., Scoones I. (1995) Participatory Learning & Action, A Trainer’s Guide, IIED Participatory Methodology Series, London, UK, p. 205

Republished with permission. CC License Attribution Non-Commercial No Derivatives (by-nc-nd) 


 


PAGE  
1
Exercise for Training
File name: M02U01_exercise_map_reversal
Last modified on: 5 March 2010

