Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M02 - Attitudes, Behaviours and Ethics]

Unit: [M02U03 - Free, Prior and Written Informed Consent]

Exercise No. 2: Role Playing and Brainstorming
About the “Informing” Process
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Developed by: Miguel Castrence, Wendy Miles and Jefferson Fox
Objective: 

To teach skills in communicating and translating technical concepts into simple language and to illustrate differences in cross-cultural understanding in the process of “informing”

Time:
30-45 minutes

Materials: 
Sample maps (e.g. base map, aerial photo, thematic maps)

Procedure:

· Divide the trainees into two groups: “mapping facilitators” and “community members”.

· Ask the group of mapping facilitators to brainstorm for ten minutes about ways to explain, “What are maps and how are they used?” 

· Ask the mapping facilitators to give a ten-minute orientation to the community members.

· For the remaining time, have the community members evaluate the mapping facilitators' performance, using the following questions to guide the discussion:

· What concepts might be challenging to explain to non-technical audiences?

· What are the possible uses of the maps to be produced?

· Since most maps integrate visual displays with text, numbers and symbols, how could one explain maps to people who are not literate or numerate or who are not able to understand graphic information?
?

· Are there significant cultural differences in spatial cognition
 and/or map interpretation?
Tips and options:
· You may give the trainees some guidance by giving them a scenario of a hypothetical community and mapping project or you could leave it up to them to generate their own scenario. 
� Literacy refers to reading and writing at a level adequate for communication; numeracy refers to the ability to reason with numbers and other mathematical concepts; graphicacy refers to the capacity to interpret and generate information in the form of graphics.


� Spatial cognition refers to an individual’s understanding, perception or beliefs about his or her physical environment.
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