Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M04 - Community Groundwork and Processes]
Unit: [M04U01 - The Myth of Community and Community Participation]


Exercise No. 1: Defining Community and Participation
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Developed by: Samuel Musembi Musyoki

Objective:

To build on participants’ understanding and develop a deep, shared understanding of the key concepts of community and participation
Time: 
1 ¼ hours  
Materials:
Metaplan cards, felt pens, pin boards and pins
Procedure:

· Give each participant one of two colour-coded cards with either the word "community" or "participation" written on it. 
· Ask the participants to reflect individually and quietly for about ten minutes and then to write in their notebooks phrases, words or images that best describe their concept of "community" or "participation". 
· Ask the participants to join with three or four other participants in the room who have the same concept and to share the thoughts or images they have generated from their individual reflections (20 minutes). 
· Ask the small groups to share the results of their discussions with the rest of the participants in plenary using a creative method of their choice (e.g. storytelling, drama, song, drawing, etc).

· In plenary, allow each group ten minutes to present its results and ten minutes for discussion to clarify issues, draw emerging meanings of the concept and agree on a shared understanding. 
Tips and options: 

· After all the groups have presented, thank them for the great outcome. Refer to their work and make a structured synthesis, either through a PPT or other visual presentation or through a discussion (25 minutes). 
· Emphasise that the way we (as trainers or facilitators) understand and frame community and participation highly influences and determines how we prepare and engage the communities. Our understanding determines whom we end up including or excluding (either by choice or by default) in planning and implementing the entire participatory mapping process.
· Reiterate that having a well-grounded understanding of these foundational concepts enables us to appreciate that communities are full of power dynamics that require careful consideration if any genuine participatory process is to be realised. 
· In your concluding remarks, show how the ideas generated by the participants will form a strong basis for the entire Module (M04) and the subsequent topics in M04. 

Reflection and discussion:
Some critical questions that may add value to the discussions include: 
· Who is who in the community? 
· Who decides who should participate? 
· Who participates and why? 
· Who is left out and why? 
· What needs to be done to create equal opportunities and provide support for all segments of the community to participate?
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