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articles/POLICY DOCUMENTS/Conventions
The documents listed below are available in pdf format as part of this Unit (see M05U02_lar.zip). 
Asian Development Bank. 1998. The Bank’s Policy on Indigenous Peoples. 19 pages. 
Indigenous peoples can be regarded as one of the largest vulnerable segments of society. While differing significantly in terms of culture, identity, economic systems and social institutions, indigenous peoples most often reflect specific disadvantage in terms of social indicators, economic status and quality of life. Indigenous peoples often are not able to participate equally in development processes or share in the benefits of development, and often are not adequately represented in national social, economic and political processes that direct development. While indigenous peoples constitute a relatively small part of the population in the Bank's region, their potential vulnerability must be regarded as significant in the Bank's development efforts and interventions.
EU Task Force on Land Tenure. 2004. EU Land Policy Guidelines. Guidelines for support to land policy design and land policy reform processes in developing countries. 38 pages. 
In recent years, donors and governments of developing countries have developed growing concern about issues of access to land and natural resources. There has been much evolution in experience and thinking during this period, and several multilateral and bilateral donors have drawn up new policy papers on land issues. Given the shared vision and values held by member states in the European Union (EU), these policy and operational guidelines were commissioned by the EU Heads of Rural Development to a task force of member states and commission experts. They are intended to form the basis for a common reference framework to design support to land policy and land reform processes and to therefore contribute to greater coordination among EU donors and with bilateral and multilateral donors.
Indigenous Peoples of Africa Coordinating Committee (IPACC). 2007. Strategic Plan on Natural Resources and the Environment, Appendix 4: What are the Rio Conventions? Bujumbura, Burundi. 4 pages. 
Appendix 4 describes the following conventions: Earth Summit 1992; World Summit on Sustainable Development 2002; UN Framework Convention on Climate Change; UN Convention to Combat Desertification; UN Convention on Biological Diversity; Commission for Sustainable Development. 
MacKay, Fergus. 2005. The Draft World Bank Operational Policy 4.10 on Indigenous Peoples: Progress or more of the same? Arizona Journal of International & Comparative Law Vol 22, No. 1. 34 pages. 

Since the early 1980s, the World Bank Group (WBG) has adopted a number of policies – referred to as safeguard policies – designed to mitigate harm to indigenous peoples in WBG-financed projects. In 1981, it published a study entitled Economic Development and Tribal Peoples: Human Ecologic Considerations, which sought to provide guidelines for Bank operations. It states that the Bank should avoid “unnecessary or avoidable encroachment onto territories used or occupied by tribal groups,” rules out involvement with projects not agreed to by tribal peoples, requires guarantees from borrowers that they would implement safeguard measures, and advocates respect for indigenous peoples’ right to self-determination. 
The African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights & International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs. 2005. Report of the African Commission’s Working Group of Experts on Indigenous Populations/Communities. 390 Campus Drive / Somerset, New Jersey 08873: Transaction Publishers. 119 pages. 

Since 1999, the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR) has been debating the human rights situation of indigenous populations/communities, which are some of the most vulnerable groups on the African continent. Since the 29th Ordinary Session of the ACHPR in Libya in 2001, representatives of these communities have attended every session of the ACHPR and have given strong testimonies about their desperate situation and the gross human rights violations to which they are subjected. They have informed the ACHPR about the discrimination and contempt they experience, their land dispossession, the destruction of their livelihood, culture and identity, their extreme poverty, their lack of access to and participation in political decision making and their lack of access to education and health facilities. In sum, their message is a strong request for recognition, respect and human rights protection on an equal footing with other African communities. It is a request for the right to survive as peoples and to have a say in their own future, based on their own culture, identity, hopes and visions. 
The 5th IUCN World Parks Congress. 2003. The Durban Action Plan. Durban, South Africa. 40 pages. 
The 5th IUCN World Parks Congress was a turning point for placing protected areas in the agendas of sustainable development and biodiversity. By taking its theme as ”Benefits Beyond Boundaries”, participants at the Congress recognised that protected areas cannot remain isolated from the surrounding land and sea areas, and from the communities and the economic activities in and around them. Most importantly, participants sought to promote the importance and value of protected areas to society as a whole  – now and in the future – and to work with many partners to deliver this wider agenda.

The World Commission on Dams. 2000. Dams and Development - A New Framework for Decision Making. London, UK and Sterling, VA, USA: Earthscan Publications Ltd. 356 pages. 
The World Commission on Dams (WCD) was born out of a small but significant IUCN World Bank-sponsored workshop in Gland, Switzerland in April 1997. Representatives of diverse interests came together to discuss the highly controversial issues associated with large dams. To the surprise of participants, their deep-seated differences about the development benefits of large dams did not prevent the emergence of a consensus. That consensus included the proposal for a World Commission on Dams. 
UNESCO. 2003. Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. 15 pages. 
The General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) met in Paris from 29 September to 17 October 2003 and, at its 32nd session, adopted this Convention on 17 October 2003. 
United Nations. 2008. United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 18 pages. 
The General Assembly, taking note of the recommendation of the Human Rights Council contained in its resolution 1/2 of 29 June 2006 (by which the Council adopted the text of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples), and recalling its resolution 61/178 of 20 December 2006 (by which it decided to defer consideration of and action on the Declaration to allow time for further consultations), decided to conclude its consideration before the end of the sixty-first session of the General Assembly. It adopted the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples at its 107th plenary meeting on 13 September 2007.

United Nations and International Federation of Surveyors. 1999. The Bathurst Declaration on Land Administration for Sustainable Development. Slide presentation. 22 pages.

The Bathurst Workshop examined: future humankind/land relationships; the role of land in sustainable development; food, water and land policies; land tenure and land administration systems; how land markets, land registration, spatial planning and valuation interact; and re-engineering land administration systems.

United Nations University Institute of Advanced Studies (UNU/IAS). 2003. Biodiversity Access and Benefit–sharing Policies for Protected Areas: An Introduction. 42 pages. 

In the last 15 years, the legal and policy framework for biodiversity research and bioprospecting and the perception, exchange and use of genetic resources has been transformed. This brings new obligations to those serving as ”gatekeepers” of national biological and genetic resources. In most countries, an absence of well–developed national access and benefit–sharing (ABS) measures and implementing procedures means that the de facto “gatekeepers” are local–level bodies, including protected area managers. These groups are now responsible for new, widely accepted requirements for documenting prior informed consent, reaching mutually agreed terms and ensuring the equitable sharing of benefits from academic and commercial research. 

PAGE  
1
List of Additional Resources

File name: M05U02_add_resources.doc
Last modified on: 13 May 2010

