Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M05 - Enabling and Disabling Environments]
Unit: [M05U02 - Legal and Political Frameworks]

Exercise No. 1: Participants’ Experiences with Participatory Mapping
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Developed by: Michael K. McCall and Janik Granados
Objective:  
To discuss the participants’ experience with participatory mapping     
Time:
30 minutes
Materials:

Markers, flip charts   
Procedure:

· Ask participants who have experience with participatory mapping or with practising PGIS the following questions and write their answers on a flip chart: 

· In what type of participatory mapping were you involved?

· What was the community’s purpose or intention for being involved in the participatory mapping? 

· What were the national (or local government) goals and policies and regulations related to this experience? 

· Was the community authorised to make its own maps?  

· Were the maps used in official transactions?   

· Was there a good fit between the community’s interests and those of the government?

· Were there conflicts of interest between the community’s purpose and the government rules?

· If there was any conflict, what was the outcome?
· Summarise the conclusions from the exercise. 
Tips and options: 
· Participants may also want to contribute some ideas about how to overcome these conflicts. 

· Ask participants who have not yet been involved in PGIS processes about their interests in participatory mapping. 
· Stress the importance of learning about the national and local situation of specific communities and their interest in mapping.
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