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	Term
	Definition
	Source 

	Attitudes
	Attitudes are assumed or learned perspectives. Attitudes are difficult to measure, yet are often indicated by behaviour. Although not easily changed, attitudes may change after being exposed to new conditions, experiences or information.
	field tools @  participation  http://tinyurl.com/oa5vef

	Beliefs
	A belief is a state or habit of mind in which trust or confidence is placed in some person or thing.
	Merriam-Webster online dictionary

	Community
	There are different kinds of communities. A community can be a group of people who live in a common location. A community can be a group of people who have a shared set of values, norms and rules. A community can also be defined as a group of people who regularly communicate and interact with one another.
	Agrawal and Gibson 1999

	Counter maps
	Counter maps allow communities to make claims to land and to challenge larger bureaucratic mapping projects. They are made by combining locally-produced maps of local and traditional land holdings with more “accurate” GPS data. 
	Peluso, 1995

	Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 
	A GIS is a computer-based system designed to collect, store, manage and analyse spatially-referenced information and associated attribute data.
	

	Governance 


	Governance is a set of measures of the relationships between the governed (the public/civil society/citizens and their institutions) and the governing (the government and its institutions and, to a lesser extent, private sector interests). The pertinent relationships are those involving relative power applied in policy setting, decision making, planning and implementation. 

Governance refers to the rules, processes and behaviours of actors – governments, public sector, civil society and private sector – that affect the way power is exercised. 
	McCall 2007; Governance in the EU, A White Paper 2001, http://ec.europa.eu/governance 

	Good governance
	Good governance has eight major characteristics. It is (i) participatory, (ii) consensus oriented, (ii) accountable, (iv) transparent, (v) responsive, (vi) effective and efficient, (vii) equitable and inclusive and (viii) follows the rule of law. It assures that corruption is minimised, the views of minorities are taken into account and the voices of the most vulnerable in society are heard in decision making. It is also responsive to the present and future needs of society. 

“.. there is no single agreed-upon definition of good governance. In fact, the vagueness of its meaning is one reason why this term has increasingly been utilised, as it can convey a slightly different meaning depending on who uses it.”   
	United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP)
http://tinyurl.com/8x6jlq ; Aubut, 2004, p.8

	Intellectual property rights (IPR)

	Intellectual property rights are legal protections given to individuals and groups to ensure that they benefit from their own cultural discoveries, creations and products. While Western intellectual property law is based on the notion of individual property rights and encourages private economic gain, indigenous world-views generally extend property rights to the entire community and promote group survival. Problems arise from incompatibilities between IPR and traditional knowledge when individuals or other outsiders misappropriate knowledge that belongs to traditional communities.
	

	Knowledge 
	Knowledge can be considered to be how we understand, give meaning to, perceive or interpret the world around us (Leeuwis, 2004). Knowledge is what we store in our minds and what leads us to take decisions, act and react to stimuli received from the external world. Knowledge is very subjective and builds up in everybody’s mind through a continuous learning process involving, among other things, concrete experiences, interaction and communication with others, observations and reflections and formation and testing of concepts. Three types of knowledge can be distinguished:

Unconscious knowledge is characterised by perceptions/motives of which we are not aware.

Tacit knowledge corresponds to knowledge of which we are not immediately aware and on which we base our day-to-day actions. This type of knowledge can be elicited through in-depth discussions and interactive exercises, including the use of three-dimensional models. Tacit knowledge is known by an individual and is difficult to communicate. Knowledge that is easy to communicate is called explicit knowledge. The process of transforming tacit knowledge into explicit knowledge is known as codification or articulation.

Explicit knowledge is the knowledge of which we are aware and upon which we have reflected. It can be easily captured in verbal, textual, physical or visual formats and can be transformed into information. 
	Wikipedia http://tinyurl.com/s5y5v

	Local knowledge

	Local knowledge ”…is the sum total of the knowledge and skills which people in a particular geographic area possess, and which enables them to get the most out of their natural environment. Most of this knowledge and these skills have been passed down from earlier generations, but individual men and women in each generation adapt and add to this body of knowledge in a constant adjustment to changing circumstance and environmental conditions”. 
	IKDM, 1998

	Local spatial knowledge (LSK) 
	Local spatial knowledge describes home and action space, is innate and sustained knowledge about the land, identifies issues of immediate significance and encodes the information about the environment in a language a region’s inhabitants understand. It includes specific technical knowledge known only (or in detail, primarily) to the local people (e.g. local knowledge of soils, plants, water sources and medicines). LSK is similar to the concept of indigenous technical knowledge (ITK); it is spatial knowledge that represents different viewpoints and understandings of local actors, which are different from the dominant ”official” view. These different viewpoints can be reflected in counter maps or mental maps, which are not usually based on standard geometry. Spiritual or mystical spatial knowledge is associated with cultural spaces, particularly with specific areas of land or resources, and incorporates the origin myths of indigenous, natural resource-dependent cultures. 
	McCall 2003, after Duerden and Kuhn, 1996

	Opportunity (in SWOT context)
	An opportunity can be defined as an external fact or development that, if taken advantage of, can substantially contribute to the realisation of the organisation’s mission. 
	Groenendijk, 2001

	Participatory Learning and Action (PLA)
	PLA is an umbrella term for a wide range of similar approaches and methodologies to involve communities in self-help and development projects. The common theme to all these approaches is the full participation of people in the processes of learning about their needs and opportunities and in the action required to address them.
	

	Policy
	A policy is a purposive course of action followed by an actor(s) in dealing with a problem or matter of concern. Policies focus on what is or will be actually carried out, as opposed to what is only intended or chosen from among alternatives. Policies are relationships between authoritative institutions and people (e.g. government and citizens) in which the institutions endeavour to change people's behaviour.
	

	Policy instruments
	Policy instruments are the means or mechanisms used to make sure that the intended target group will perform according to the intended outcomes of a policy. Alternatively, policy instruments are the means by which the intended outcomes of a policy should impact upon a target group. 
	McCall  ITC 2004

	Scientific knowledge
	Scientific knowledge is cognizance of a fact or phenomenon acquired through the scientific method. Four factors are essential to the classification of an item of information as scientific knowledge: (1) independent and rigorous testing, (2) peer review and publication, (3) measurement of actual or potential rate of error, and (4) degree of acceptance within the scientific community. 
	


PAGE  
5
Module Glossary
File name: M05_Glossary.doc
Last modified on: 13 May 2010

