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Unit M06U01 - Factors Influencing the Choice of Mapping Method
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Outlined and developed by: Jon Corbett, Kasondra White and Giacomo Rambaldi
	Introduction 
	PGIS practitioners use a range of low- and high-tech geographic information technologies for acquisition, validation, analysis, representation and sharing of geo-spatial information. 

This Unit reviews the main factors that influence the choice of one method over another or the combination of more than one method. Factors include the purpose behind the initiative, the resources available and the institutional setting or environment.
The approach which map makers may wish to take when embarking upon a participatory mapping initiative will vary significantly depending on the purpose of the mapping initiative. This purpose will be influenced by the audience who views the maps upon completion and makes decisions surrounding their content. Maps may be made exclusively for internal community use or (more commonly) they may be used to communicate local land-related knowledge to outsiders.   

	Target audience
	Technology intermediaries working in multidisciplinary teams and operating within an institution/organisation already committed to practising participatory mapping and who are or would be required to: (i) deliver training on the practice; (ii) facilitate the process in the field.

	Unit objectives / expected outcomes 
	After the completion of the Unit the trainee will be able to: 

· discuss criteria influencing the choice of participatory mapping methods, including purpose, resources available, and institutional setting. 

	Keywords / key concepts 
	Participatory mapping, methods, tools, Internet mapping, participatory 3D modelling, sketch mapping, ground mapping, surveying, scale mapping, geographic information systems, global positioning systems

	Content outline, main topics covered and suggested sequencing
	This Unit focuses on the topics listed below. 

1. Factors influencing the choice of mapping method (PPT No. 1) (30 min)  

	Components of the Unit 
	· Handouts for Trainee (to be distributed in printed format)
· Factors influencing the choice of mapping method (Handout4T)

· List of Additional Resources
· Module Glossary 
· Multimedia

· None 
· Presentations (PPT)

· PPT No. 1: Factors influencing the choice of mapping method; This presentation outlines the different factors to consider when choosing one or more mapping methods. (30 min) 
· Unit Glossary

· Included in the Module Glossary

	Duration 
	30 min

	Prerequisite skills / knowledge 
	None

	Pre-Unit activities  
	None

	Additional trainer resources
	International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD). 2009. Good practices in participatory mapping. A review prepared for the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD). 

	Equipment needed
	Computer and digital projector 

	Comments 
	Consider the advice provided in Module M03: Fundamentals of Training Delivery and Facilitation. 

This Unit is related to all Modules dealing with mapping methods, thus M08, M09, M10, M11, M12 and M13. It is also linked to M14, as documentation and use of multimedia is key to maximising the communicative power of maps. 
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