Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M09 - Scale Mapping and Surveying]

Unit: [M09U01 - Introduction to Scale Mapping and Basic Cartography]


Exercise No. 8: Compass Rose Race
Adjusted from: “The Geography Book: Activities for Exploring, Mapping and Enjoying Your World” by Caroline Arnold
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 Developed by: Alix Flavelle

Objective:


To have fun and get a sense of direction on a compass rose

Time:


40 minutes

Materials:


Pencil, eight index cards and a compass or protractor for each participant

Procedure:
· Instruct trainees to:

· draw a large circle on the ground; 

· place a compass in the centre of the circle. Turn the compass until the needle and the north mark on the compass point the same way; 

· draw a line from the centre of the circle in the direction of north and write “N” for north. Use the compass as a guide and draw lines to the south, east and west and then make additional marks for NE, SE, SW, and NW, with corresponding numbers for degrees;
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on the eight index cards, write N, NE, E, SE, S, SW, W and NW with their corresponding degrees;

· mark a starting line on the ground about 10 metres from the compass rose. 

· Assign a timer who will use a watch to time each player in turns for one minute each. When the timer says “go” the player takes a card and runs to the compass rose and places it on the correct place, then runs back to take another index card and places it in the correct place. When the timer says “stop”, the correctly placed cards are counted and then collected at the start line for the next player’s turn. 

· The player with the most correctly placed cards in the one-minute time wins the race. 
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