Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M09 - Scale Mapping and Surveying]

Unit: [M09U01 - Introduction to Scale Maps and Basic Cartography]

Exercise No. 2: Drawing Contour Lines
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Developed by: Alix Flavelle

Objective:

 
To practise drawing contour lines 

Time:


30 minutes

Materials:


Photocopies of the contour assignments, pencils and erasers for each participant
Procedure:

· Pass out copies of the page with two small assignments on it: “Draw Your Own Contour Lines” and “Complete the Contour Lines”. Have trainees work individually or in pairs to complete the assignments. 

· Once completed, discuss the challenges in this exercise.

· What topographical features did they discover when the contour lines were drawn?
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      Solution for “Draw Your Own Contour Lines”

Assignment(s):

Draw your own contour lines
1. Add contour lines to the elevation points below. Join points of the same elevation without crossing contours of greater or lesser height. For example, join points A, B and C because they are the same height, 100m. Do not join them with points D and E because, although they are both 100 m, the line would have to cross the contour lines of 75m and 50m. Start with the highest height, 140 m. This is a solitary point. The next height is 125 m. These points form a circle around the 140 m high point. 
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Complete the contour lines

1. Complete the contour lines on the diagram below to show the drainage patterns and the river valleys. 
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