Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M09 - Scale Mapping and Surveying]

Unit: [M09U01 - Introduction to Scale Maps and Basic Cartography]

Exercise No. 3: Reading the Pattern of Contour Lines (A)
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Developed by: Alix Flavelle

Objective:

To read the pattern of contour lines and to explain to others how to read contour lines

Time:


40 minutes

Materials:


 Colour pencils and a photocopy of Sample Map A for each trainee
Procedure:

· Give a copy of Sample Map A to each trainee. Have trainees study the contour lines then:

· draw rivers blue;
· find gullies where streams might be and draw a blue line;
· draw roads in red;
· draw contour lines in brown; 

· identify these features by writing the word on the map: valley, flat area, steep slope, beach, ridge, gully and mountain peak;

· draw a line around a watershed (follow the mountains and ridges around the area encompassing a river drainage).
· Discuss the following questions:
· What is the highest point on the map?

· Which is the lowest line on the map? Colour the lowest line in yellow.

· If the contour lines represent 100m intervals, with the first contour line (the coast line) being 0 metres, how high are points A, B, C, D, E and F?
· If the contour lines represent 50 metre intervals, with the first contour line (the coast line) being 0 metres, what elevation are points A, B, C, D, E and F?
Assignment(s):

Convert contour lines to a silhouette

1. Draw a line through points A, C and F on Sample Map A. 

2. Draw the landscape silhouette that is described along this line. 

3. Look first at this example of the technique: 
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Sample Map A
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