Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M09 - Scale Mapping and Surveying]

Unit: [M09U01 - Introduction to Scale Maps and Basic Cartography]

Exercise No. 9: Understanding Coordinate Points
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Developed by: Alix Flavelle

Objective:


To study the concept of a coordinate point and be able to locate a point on a map grid

Time:


45 minutes (30 minutes for the first exercise and 15 minutes for the second one)

Materials:


Cardboard or paper, felt pen, pencil, ruler and eraser for each trainee

Procedure:

· Invite participants to cut 12 pieces of paper and write a number or letter on each one – from one to six and from A to F.
· Ask the trainees to stand in a small field outside and draw a grid of lines crossing each other at right angles.

· Instruct six people to stand with the numbers in order on one side of the grid at the end of each line. 

· Instruct another six people to stand with the letters in order on the other side of the grid at the end of each line. 
· Invite one person to walk into the center of the grid and stand where two lines cross. 

· Instruct the group to call out the coordinate where the person is standing, e.g. 2-E or 5-B.
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Image from Berkeley Borneo Project

· Mark an “X “at the position of the following coordinates on the sample map provided below: 

8O      6N       7Q       2N       5P       6M      9O       3N       4Q
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