Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M09 – Participatory Scale Mapping and Surveying]

Unit: [M09U02 – Data Collection for Scale Mapping]

Exercise No. 1: Table-top Map
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Developed by: Alix Flavelle

Objective:


To experience what it means to draw something to scale and to observe and describe what makes a good scale map

Time:


30 minutes


Materials:


Table or flat ground surface to work on, graph paper, pencil, eraser, ruler, tape measure (if making larger layouts on the ground), 10 or so objects of different sizes and shapes to be placed around on the surface 


Procedure:
· Break the group into two groups. 

· Have each group work on a separate table or on a defined, small area of ground indoors or outdoors. 
· Have each group lay out their objects on the surface and construct a scale map of the objects, using the graph paper and ruler to draw the objects and their placement to scale. 

· Ask the groups to gather their objects in a pile and give their “maps” to the other group. The groups then use the maps to try to reconstruct the placement of objects. 

Tips and options: 

· Divide into more than two groups if the group is large and if there are enough objects and surfaces available. 

Reflection and discussion:
· What was easy and what was challenging about constructing the map? 

· How did you determine with which object to start? Did it matter?

· Was there any object in the placement that you used as a tie point? Where was its relative position in the layout?

· When reconstructing the layout from the other group’s map, what was challenging and what was easy?

· Was it obvious with what object to start the reconstruction? 

· What are some principles for making good scale maps?
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