Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M09 - Scale Mapping and Surveying]

Unit: [M09U03 - Making Scale Maps using Existing Base Maps]


Exercise No. 1: Sketching Local Knowledge on a Base Map

Developed by: Alix Flavelle
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Objective:

To facilitate drawing local knowledge on base maps by conducting map interviews 

Time:


1 hour

Materials:

Copies of a base map of the local area, preferably geo-referenced (prepare the base map by photocopying and enlarging the scale if necessary), sheets of transparent paper (mylar or acetate), colour pens

Procedure:

· Prepare the base map by photocopying and enlarging the scale if necessary. 

· If the training is being conducted in a community where a mapping project is actually taking place, this exercise may be conducted with some local people who are willing. If not, then it can be conducted as a role playing exercise. 

· Divide participants into groups of four or five people (or as many as the number of map copies allows). 

· Ask each small group to choose a theme to develop a questionnaire. Some examples of themes might be hunting, fishing, farming or forest plant use.

· Ask each group to develop a list of five to ten questions about that theme in such a way that they could map the answers. Questions should be focused on location, so they would start with phrases such as “where…?”, “how far from…?”, “how long from…?” or “near what river….?”. In addition, a few questions might relate to terminology for topography, names of areas or types of farming or hunting practices. 

· Ask the participants in the small groups to take turns orienting the local elders (or those playing the role) to the map by pointing out features and marking place names as they come up. Highlight the rivers, roads, mountain peaks and settlements using colour and place names. 

· Have the participants take turns asking the questions according to theme and drawing the answers on the map. 

Reflection and discussion:
· Gather as a large group again to discuss the experience:

· What was challenging about explaining the map and orienting the elders to the map?

· What techniques or wording helped the most? Did you discover or create any new ways? 

· What questions drew out the most response?

· Did any questions get ambiguous answers? Why? How could the questions be refined?

· What was the best way to ask about distance in this community?

· What questions confused the respondents and why? What would be a better way of asking for the information?

· What features on the map were most useful as reference for locating the things that were asked about?
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