Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M09 - Scale Mapping and Surveying]

Unit: [M09U05 - Mapping with GPS]


Exercise No. 2: Planning a GPS Survey

Developed by: Alix Flavelle
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Objective:

Discuss the factors and decisions to consider in planning a GPS survey


Time:


30 minutes

Materials:


Notebook, paper, sketch map from exercises in Module M08 (if available)

Procedure:

· This exercise is to be conducted as a brainstorm and discussion. In a PGIS process, a sketch map would normally be produced before planning the scale mapping. Making sketch maps involves a discussion about what to map. Planning the survey involves a discussion about how to map. 

· If a sketch map has already been produced in the training programme or is otherwise available, use it as a tool in this discussion. If not, have participants consider the following questions hypothetically: 

· How many people will be involved in the survey? How many GPS receivers are available? How many mapping teams will there be?

· How long will it take to walk to the farthest place that we want to map? 

· Are there some areas that cannot be accessed within a day? Which team or who is willing to camp?

· What types of information will be recorded? See the activity of Resource Mapping in M09U08. Discuss the terminology if this has not already been done. 

· Where and at what types of places will GPS waypoints be taken? Will these places eventually be mapped as points, areas or lines?

· Is there the possibility of collecting additional geo-referenced data by using compass triangulation from waypoints? Discuss some examples of those places so that all of the team members are aware of them. 

· Design a numbering system for each team to record waypoints. 

· Design the system for taking notes; will it be on paper with clipboards or in notebooks? Make a standardised form with columns for waypoint number, coordinate, date, EPE, initials of surveyor and extra notes. 
PAGE  
1
Exercise for Training
File name: M09U05_exercise_gpsplan
Last modified on: 2 September 2009

