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	Term
	Definition
	Source (if known)

	Area
	An area (or polygon) is a feature on the map which covers a surface area and is not restricted to a single point. This is typically a vegetation zone, a type of soil or a rock face.
	

	Attribute table
	An attribute table consists of a series of rows and columns containing information about spatial features contained within the GIS. 
	Mimi Hu http://tinyurl.com/ybefk69   

	Coordinate system
	A coordinate system is a pattern or network of crossing lines by which a position may be determined. See “map grid” in main glossary. 
	

	Datum
	A datum is a reference from which measurements are made. It is a cartographical system, specifically a reference ellipsoid, which is used to mathematically correct for irregularities in the Earth’s sphericity. There are many locally-developed reference datums around the world, usually referenced to some convenient local reference point. The WGS84 datum is the only world referencing system in place today. WGS84 is the default standard datum for coordinates stored in recreational and commercial GPS units. 
	Wikipedia http://tinyurl.com/247ong 

	Georeferencing
	Georeferencing is the process of relating an image to a specific map projection. As a result, vector data stored in this projection can, for example, be superimposed on the image. Inputs for a georeferencing process are image data and coordinates of ground control points and the output is a georeferenced image.
	

	Geospatial data
	This is factual information related to locations on the Earth’s surface. 
	

	Latitude
	Latitude is shown by parallel lines running east-west around the globe, measured in degrees north or south from the equator.
	

	Longitude
	Longitude is shown by meridian lines running north-south and joining at the poles, measured in degrees from the Prime Meridian (0o).
	

	Line
	A line is a feature on the map that identifies a legend item that is long and narrow in character. This is typically applied to rivers, roads, paths or any other feature that stretches from one point on the map to another.
	

	Metadata
	Simply, metadata is a set of data about other data. An example of metadata is information about data points, such as their name, size, location or date recorded. 
	Wikipedia http://tinyurl.com/qresp 

	Point
	A point is a feature on a map that identifies a legend item that has a specific location (e.g. a landmark, a house or a tree) that is neither an area (polygon) nor a line (such as a river or erosion gulley).
	

	Polygon
	A polygon is a closed plane figure bounded by three or more line segments. In the context of mapping, a polygon is an area that has been coded on the map and is a closed area of a particular real feature, such as a vegetation zone, a type of forest or hunting area, a lake or a type of soil in that part of the landscape.
	Answers.com http://tinyurl.com/yh85znq

	Projection
	A projection is a representation of an object, such as the Earth’s surface. Maps are ultimately projections of the Earth because they transform 3-D objects into 2-D images. 
	Mimi Hu http://tinyurl.com/ylj86h4 

	Raster
	Raster data are characterised by the use of pixels to represent an image. In order to understand raster data, one can imagine that the image, or the map, is divided into a grid that is made up of many small cells. Each cell in the grid contains information about the unique properties contained within the cell.
	

	Vector
	A vector image is generated through a sequence of commands or mathematical statements that place lines and shapes in a given two-dimensional or three-dimensional space.
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