Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M13 - Participatory Internet Based Mapping]
Unit: [M13U01 - Basics of Web-based Mapping]


Exercise No. 2: Introduction to Google Earth
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Developed by: Jon Corbett and Kasondra White

Objective:


To download and install Google Earth and to become familiar with this application and how it can be used to map local knowledge  
Time:


20–30 minutes

Materials:


A computer and one headset per trainee with access to the Internet and an installed Web browser, such as Internet Explorer or Mozilla Firefox 
Procedure:

Invite the trainees to perform the following:
1. Type http://earth.google.com/ into the address bar, located at the top of the browser.
2. Click on ‘Download Google Earth’. The version number will change depending upon the most current version that is available. 
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3. Once you have read through the ‘Terms and Conditions’, click on ‘Agree and Download’.
4. A new window will open displaying the status of your download. It may take several minutes to completely download the program. 
5. Once Google Earth has been installed, click on ‘Run’ from this window. Google Earth will also have been added to your list of programs and you will likely be opening it from this list any time you use it in the future. 
6. In order to become familiar with Google Earth, type the name of your city of residence in the box that says ‘Fly to’ in the top left corner. Remember to include the name of the town or city as well as the country.
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7. The easiest way to move the image around on the screen and search for features is by left clicking with the mouse and dragging it in the direction you would like to look. The tools on the right side of the screen can be used to tilt the screen, move the image around on the screen, rotate the image and zoom in or out on various features. Try each of these different tools to see how they can be used.  
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8. In order to become more comfortable with using Google Earth and finding points of interest, you will now do a Google Earth scavenger hunt!  Search for each of the following locations and record their latitude and longitude (these are located in the bottom centre of the screen). Only the first four digits are necessary. 
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Experiment with the tools described above at each of these locations. 
	
	Latitude
	Longitude

	The Great Wall of China
	
	

	The Grand Canyon
	
	

	Victoria Falls
	
	

	Egyptian pyramids
	
	

	The Eiffel Tower
	
	

	Niagara Falls
	
	

	Mount Everest
	
	

	The Taj Mahal
	
	

	Machu Picchu
	
	


Rotate the direction of north on the canvas.





Tilt the canvas. This will show the elevation of features such as mountains or, in certain major cities, buildings.





Pan the canvas to the right or left and up and down.





Zoom in.





Zoom out. 
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