Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M13-Participatory Internet- based Mapping]

Unit: [M13U01 - Basics of Web-based Mapping]

Exercise No. 3: Introduction to Google ‘My Maps’
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Developed by: Jon Corbett and Kasondra White

Objective:


To become familiar with Google ‘My Maps’ and learn how this application can be used to map local knowledge  
Time:


20–30 minutes

Materials:


A computer and one headset per trainee with access to the Internet and an installed Web browser, such as Internet Explorer or Mozilla Firefox 

Procedure:

Invite the trainees to perform the following:
1. Type www.gmail.com into the address bar, located at the top of the browser.
2. Log in to your Gmail account with the username and password you created in the first exercise. (You may be able to skip this step if you did not log out at the end of the first exercise.) 

3. In the top left corner, click on the word ‘more’. Navigate to the word ‘Maps’ and click on it. 
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4. Click on the phrase ‘My Maps’ on the left side of the screen.
5. Click on ‘Learn more’ following the ‘Create’ heading. If this option is not available, you can link directly to this information by entering http://tinyurl.com/ywv9rp into the address bar. 
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6. Watch the short video about creating a map. 

7. If you wish, click on the back button on your browser and click on ‘Learn more’ following the ‘Browse’ heading. Again, if this option is not available, you can link directly to this information by entering http://tinyurl.com/2xrc89 into the address bar. 
8. Following the video about creating personalised maps, click on the button that says ‘Create personalized maps’.
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9. Choose a title for your map.
10. Enter a brief description of what your map is about.
11. Select if you would like the map to be publicly available or only accessible to you and people with whom you select to share it.

12. If you would like to allow other people to view or add to the map, click on the word ‘Collaborate’ and enter their email addresses in the box under the heading ‘Invite people as collaborators’. 
13. You will work more with this tool in Unit 2 of this Module, learning to add points, photographs and videos to the map.
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