Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M13 -Participatory Internet-based Mapping]

Unit: [M13U01- Basics of Web-based Mapping]

Exercise No. 4: Introduction to Picasa Web Albums
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Developed by: Jon Corbett and Kasondra White

Objective:


To become familiar with Picasa Web Album and learn how to upload and share photos through the Internet
Time:


20–30 minutes

Materials:


A computer and one headset per trainee with access to the Internet and an installed Web browser, such as Internet Explorer or Mozilla Firefox 
Procedures:

Invite the trainees to perform the following:

1. Type http://picasaweb.google.com into the address bar, located at the top of the browser.
2. Log in using the username and password you created in the first exercise. (You may be able to skip this step if you did not log out at the end of the first exercise.) 

3. Click on the ‘Upload’ button.
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4. Enter a title for your photo or photo album.
5. Enter the date that the photo or photos were taken.
6. You may enter a description of the photo or photos if you wish.
7. You can enter the location where the photo was taken. Once you have entered the name of the nearest city, it should appear in the window below. You can adjust the placement of the pushpin by dragging and dropping it to the location of your choosing. Notice that you can also zoom in or out of the map and drag the image around the screen to access more areas. 

8. Select the privacy setting that you would like to use. 

9. Next you will be selecting the photo(s) you wish to upload. Click on ‘Browse’. 
10. Browse to the location on your computer where you have stored your photos. Select the picture you would like to upload. 
11. Once you have finished, click on ‘Start Upload’.

12. Click on a photo to view the information that is already attached to it and to add more information. 
13. Under the heading ‘Photo Information’, click on ‘more info’ to see the information that has been associated with the photo by your camera.
14. If you’d like to share your photo or photo album with anyone, click on ‘Share’ and enter their email addresses. 
15. You can also edit the properties of the album by clicking on ‘Edit’ and selecting the appropriate option. This will allow you to change the name of the album and various other features. 
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16. From the screen that is displayed once you have opened a photo, scroll to the bottom. Notice that you can post a comment about the photo. 
17. Finally, you will set the location of your photo. By doing this right away, you will have made it much simpler to view these photos in Google Earth later (in Unit 2). To begin, click on ‘Add location’ under the ‘Photo Location’ heading.

18. Type the name of the nearest city into the ‘Find location’ box. This may already be set if you selected a location for the entire album, but feel free to change this location.

19. Navigate around the map until you find the correct location. You can experiment with the different map views (Map, Satellite and Terrain) to more easily locate specific points.

20. Place the pushpin on the desired location. 
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21. Click on ‘Save location’.

22. Note that the location is now displayed on the left side of the screen. 
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For detailed instructions for using Picasa Web Albums see: http://tinyurl.com/pfrfe3 
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