Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M14 - Documentation]

Unit: [M14U03 - Fundamentals of Note-Taking]

Exercise No. 2: Mind Mapping
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 Developed by: Jon Corbett and Kasondra White

Objective:

To create a mind map in small groups
Time:

30 minutes
Materials:

Large sheets of blank white paper, coloured markers and M14U03 Handout for Trainee (Handout4T)
Procedure:

· Divide participants into small groups.
· Give each group a large sheet of paper on which to draw.
· Instruct the trainees to begin with a broad topic or theme. This should be a single word or a very short phrase. The trainees should write this theme in the centre of the page and circle it. Some examples of themes that they might choose include: 
· farming;
· water;
· environment;
· community.
· The participants can work with other themes or topics of interest. Just make sure that their theme or topic is broad enough so that they will be able to generate an array of ideas related to it.

· Invite the participants to think of several other ideas that are related to their key concept. They can connect them to the word that they have written in the centre of the sheet. The way that they do this is entirely up to them, so they can be creative!  It could be something as simple as drawing lines from the centre point and connecting the related concepts (see M14U03 Handout4T). 
· The participants can continue to work outwards from each new point that they add to the mind map until they are recording more detailed ideas or observations.

· Explain that as they work on their maps, they might include symbols and illustrations that will make the ideas clearer. Remind them that the primary goal of this exercise is to fully explore the central concept and, by working in a small group, uncover ideas that they otherwise may have overlooked. 
· Once each group has finished creating its mind map, it can present its creation to the other groups. 
· In a plenary group, invite the participants to discuss the new ideas that emerged from the mind maps. Instruct them to notice strategies employed by other groups to map their thoughts and observations. 
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