Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M14- Documentation]

Unit: [M14U05 – Fundamentals of Photography (Photo Voice)]

Exercise No. 1: Composition

 Developed by: Jon Corbett and Kasondra White
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Objective: 
To practise composing photographs using several different conventions  
Time:

45 minutes
Materials: 
A digital camera and M14U05 Handout for Trainee (Handou4T)
Procedure:

· Invite participants to review the section called “Content: Headroom, Nose Room and Direction of Subject” in the M14U05 Handout for Trainee.
· Pair up the participants and invite them to practise taking photos of each other, ensuring that their partners are: 

· facing the camera;
· filling the picture;
· framed within the picture.
· Instruct participants to practise taking photos with different amounts of headroom. Notice the difference between shots with more and less headroom. 
· Invite participants to practise taking photos with different amounts of nose room. This refers to the space between the person’s nose and the edge of the photograph. Notice the difference between shots with more and less nose room. 
· After they have taken several photos, instruct the trainees to come back together with the group. 
· Participants can look at their own photos and those taken by others and evaluate what they like best about the pictures they have taken. 
· Invite participants to practise experimenting with composition for a second time, keeping in mind the things that they liked best about the photos they evaluated and employing those strategies.
Tips and options: 

· This Exercise reviews the material on photo composition in the M14U05 Handout for Trainee. Remember, good composition is subjective (i.e. an appreciation of what constitutes “good” composition varies among individuals). The most important thing is that trainees are happy with the appearance of their pictures.
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