Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M14 - Documentation]

Unit: [M14U05 - Fundamentals of Photography (Photo Voice)]


Exercise No. 2: Experimenting with Lighting

 Developed by: Jon Corbett and Kasondra White
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Objective:

To operate the camera in different levels of lighting 

Time: 
45 minutes

Materials:

One digital camera per participant and the M14U05 Handout for Trainee (Handout4T)
Procedure:

· For this Exercise, participants practise taking photos in a number of different locations in order to evaluate the effect that lighting has on the photographs. 
· Starting indoors, invite the participants to take a picture: 
· in the darkest section of the room;
· facing away from a window;
· facing a window.

Ask them to experiment with the camera’s flash while taking photos indoors. They may wish to work with a partner, having the partner stand in different areas in the room in order to compare the images captured. Always keep in mind the tips about composition covered in the M14U05 Handout4T. 

· Next, ask participants to move outdoors. The quality of photos taken outside varies considerably and is dependent on weather conditions (in particular, on cloud cover). For example, the kinds of photos captured on a bright sunny day will differ greatly from those produced on a cloudy, rainy afternoon. 
· Regardless of the weather conditions, invite the trainees to practise taking photos in different locations outdoors. 
· Instruct them to take a picture directly facing the brightest direction in the sky.
· Ask them to find a shady area and take a picture.
· Invite them to pair up and experiment with the different ways that light affects the shadows that are present on their faces. 
· In the longer term, they might also want to take photographs at different times of the day. The position of the sun in the sky changes throughout the day and will affect how shadows fall and the brightness of the light on a subject.
· Invite participants to come back together with the group after they have taken several photos. Instruct them to look at their own photos and those taken by others and evaluate what they like best about the pictures they have taken. 
· Instruct the trainees to practise experimenting with lighting for a second time, keeping in mind the things they liked best about the photos that they evaluated and employing those strategies.
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