Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M14 - Documentation]

Unit: [M14U05 - Fundamentals of Photography (Photo Voice)]

Exercise No. 3: Experimenting with Zoom

 Developed by: Jon Corbett and Kasondra White 
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Objective:

To become familiar with the zoom capabilities on a digital camera and to determine when to zoom in or out 
Time: 
45 minutes
Materials:

A digital camera per participant and the M14U05 Handout for Trainee (Handout4T)
Procedure:

· Divide the participants into pairs. Instruct them to locate the zoom feature on their cameras. This will likely be either a wheel or two buttons with the ”+“ and “–“ or ”W” and ”T” signs on them.
· Invite participants to practise looking through the viewfinders, or the digital displays on the back of the digital cameras, and zooming in and out of various features.
· Invite participants to compare zooming in on a feature and physically walking closer to it (when possible).
· Ask the participants to keep the M14U05 Handout for Trainee nearby and to remember the tips about composition. Using the zoom properly can help fill the frame in a way that is visually pleasing or that conveys a particular message. 
· Invite participants to work with a partner and practise taking a portrait shot using a camera’s zoom. Trainees should notice that they are able to blur the background of a shot and put more emphasis on the portrait’s subject by stepping back and zooming in on the subject’s face. 
· Tell the participants to use their cameras’ zoom and also to move closer or farther away from the subjects of the  photos to take at least one photo from each of the following distances:
· extreme close-up;
· close-up;
· medium close-up;
· medium shot;
· long shot;
· extreme long shot.
· For extreme close-ups, such as a close-up shot of a flower, participants may wish to use their cameras’ macro settings. Invite the trainees to locate this on their cameras and practise taking extreme close-up shots. 
· After they have taken several photos, invite the participants to come back together with the group. 
· Looking at their own photos and those taken by others, ask them to evaluate what they like best about the pictures they have taken. 

· Invite trainees to practise using their cameras’ zoom for a second time, keeping in mind the things they liked best about the photos they evaluated as a group.
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