Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M14 - Documentation]

Unit: [M14U06 – Fundamentals of Audio Recording]


Exercise: Becoming Familiar with your Audio-recording Device

 Developed by: Jon Corbett and Kasondra White
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Objective:

To become familiar with your audio-recording equipment and recognise what kinds of noises could interfere with a recording    

Time:

60 minutes

Materials:

An audio-recording device, headphones and the M14U06 Handout for Trainee (Handout4T) for each participant
Procedure:

· Since everyone will likely have a different model of audio-recorder, instruct the participants to practise turning their devices on and off and then show a neighbouring person or group how their device works. Invite them to practise recording a short piece on their devices. 
· Assign partners or instruct the participants to select a partner.
· Ask the pairs to find a quiet place (this should be away from other participants if possible). 
· Ask the participants to keep absolutely quiet and take turns recording the room tone, or ambient sound if they are outside. Invite them to record from 30 seconds to 1 minute. 
· When they play the recording back, ask them whether they hear any noises that they did not notice before.  
· Next, ask the participants to plug their headphones into the recording device before recording. Ask them to record between 30 seconds and 1 minute of ambient noise, listening to the sounds of the room through the headphones. They should notice that this helps to hear exactly what is being recorded. 
· Invite them to record a brief dialogue with their partners. Half way through the recording, tell them to take the headphones out of their ears and play back the recording. What differences do they notice with and without the headphones?  Are there any obvious noises interfering with the recording?  
· Invite them to experiment with different locations, noticing the difference in sound quality. Some places you might try include:
· near an air conditioner;  
· near a refrigerator;  
· outdoors in a quiet area;  
· outdoors near a roadway;  
· near a computer; 
· near other people. 
· Have the partners say a few words into their devices at each location, noting how the various sounds affect the quality of the recording. 
· Invite the participants to experiment with placing the microphone or recording device at different angles and distances from the sound they are recording and notice the difference in sound quality. Some distances you might try include:
· very close to the mouth (10 centimetres);  
· far away (4–5 metres);  
· around 1–2 metres away;  
· below the sound;  
· above the sound. 
· Have partners say a few words into the device at each distance and position; invite them to note how the quality of the recording varies. 
· Once they have finished experimenting, instruct them to capture their ”perfect” recording!  The participants should take turns recording a conversation between them and their partners in what you and they determine to be the ideal setting with the microphone positioned correctly.
· Finally, ask the participants to play back these final recordings and to note any sounds they may have overlooked. 
· In a plenary discussion, review the lessons learned. 
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