Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M15- Action planning]

Unit: [M15U02 – Processing and Packaging Information for Communication]


Exercise No. 1: Web 2.0 Communications
Developed by: Nigel Crawhall
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Objective: 
To practise using Web 2.0 applications for promoting communications and networking with project partners
Time:
½ day
Materials:

Internet access (Google Earth needs to be on the computer), digital camera or digital images
Procedure:

· Ask the trainees to log onto Google Earth and drop a pin onto the place where they come from. Ask them to create a map of their training team together. 
· Ask the trainees to set up an email distribution list for their team. Using the e-list, they can invite each other to join a web blog site and add news, images, video or links. 
· Ask the trainees to create a blog for their participatory mapping training team. Each member of the training team should contribute by adding some blog text, images, video or relevant web links. 
Tips and options: 

· The trainees will likely be experienced with Web 2.0 technologies. You should focus on how people train each other, team building and seeing who is more or less included in the exercise. 
· If someone is struggling to keep up with the pace of the exercise, it is worth giving some attention to that person and identifying what s/he is finding difficult. When the trainees go into the field, the average community member will have less technical experience and perhaps be more nervous about the new technologies. 
· Encourage trainees to work in local languages. See what challenges and opportunities are involved in working in local languages. 
Reflection and discussion:
· Did everyone have equal experiences with the blog and communications systems? 
· Did everyone take equal levels of responsibility?

· What is it going to be like to work with community people on new technologies? 

· Are new technologies the right medium to use to get policy makers interested in what communities have to say?

· Is there such a thing as too much attention to new technologies in building networks and doing advocacy work?
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