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	Term
	Definition
	Source (if known)

	Advocacy
	Advocacy has broad meaning. In this context it means local communities promoting their rights and calling national government to be accountable for the protection of the environment, human and civil rights.

“Advocacy is the pursuit of influencing outcomes — including public-policy and resource allocation decisions within political, economic, and social systems and institutions — that directly affect people’s current lives.” (Cohen, 2001 – cited in Wikipedia)


	http://tinyurl.com/kmzrgk


	Alliance
	In this unit, we are contrasting a ‘network’ which can be an information sharing forum, virtual or in real life, with an alliance, which is understood to include solidarity and cooperative action in actual advocacy. The terms are not so important as understanding that there are a range of partnerships and solidarity which are possible. Working alone can make advocacy very difficult, building up alliances and working within networks can help in different ways: promote a collective approach to negotiations and policy transformation, as well as a platform for sharing and learning. 
	Nigel Crawhall

	Blog
	A blog (a contraction of the term "weblog")[1] is a type of website, usually maintained by an individual with regular entries of commentary, descriptions of events, or other material such as graphics or video. 

Many blogs provide commentary or news on a particular subject; others function as more personal online diaries. A typical blog combines text, images, and links to other blogs, Web pages, and other media related to its topic. The ability for readers to leave comments in an interactive format is an important part of many blogs. 
	http://tinyurl.com/kqjgjn


	Communication strategy
	A communication strategy is a well-planned series of actions aimed at achieving certain objectives through the use of communication methods, techniques and approaches.
In this unit and module, a communications strategy is part of the planning methodology to ensure that the mapping exercise is participatory, inclusive and accountable to the target community, as well as effectively communicated to Decision-Makers and related stakeholders. Communications is considered a core element in advocating for change, both inside a community or region, and when dealing with decision makers and policy makers. 
	FAO, http://tinyurl.com/m9t64l
Nigel Crawhall

	Electronic distribution list, e-list
	An electronic mailing list (sometimes written as elist or e-list) is a special usage of email that allows for widespread distribution of information to many Internet users. It is similar to a traditional mailing list — a list of names and addresses — as might be kept by an organization for sending publications to its members or customers, but typically refers to four things: a list of email addresses, the people ("subscribers") receiving mail at those addresses, the publications (e-mail messages) sent to those addresses, and a reflector, which is a single e-mail address that, when designated as the recipient of a message, will send a copy of that message to all of the subscribers.
	http://tinyurl.com/nvjjal


	Focal point
	Focal Points are national government civil servants who are responsible for communications and reporting between international treaty / policy / standards instruments and national governments. Where a State signs a UN Convention, it has to designate a civil servant in a line-function ministry to liaise between the government and the UN Convention process. Usually the Focal Point is also responsible for providing information about the Convention to citizens. 
	Nigel Crawhall

	Free Prior and Informed Consent
	Free Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) is an emerging policy norm at the United Nations. This principle, closely associated with the rights of indigenous peoples, means that actions may not be taken in a community without residents being fully informed of the current intentions and future consequences of actions by the State or parties authorised by the State. The community needs to be given an opportunity to study the risks and opportunities prior to implementation of the action or project. The State and other parties may not threaten or coerce consent. Consent is only considered to have been given when it is given without coercion or threats, prior to the event taking place, and with parties being fully informed of the full scope of the project. A community must have a clear right to reject and / or modify the proposal. 
	Nigel Crawhall, see Additional resources for downloadable reports and studies

	International policy instrument
	An international policy instrument refers to any type of binding or non-binding instrument (treaty, agreement, norm or standard) which has been negotiated and approved as a to guide international behaviour by states and possibly other actors. The United Nations has a system of policy instruments. Declarations are statements of standards but are not binding (they do not require ratification and proof of implementation). Instruments such as Conventions may require additional ratification which makes them binding international law and admissible to national courts (providing this has been agreed constitutionally and legal by the sovereign state). 

Other instruments regulate inter-State behaviour and provide guidelines for acceptable or preferred norms and standards but may not have domestic legal power. 
	Nigel Crawhall

	International standards instrument
	International standards instruments are usually non-binding agreements which define acceptable behaviour and norms for States and possibly other actors. See international policy instruments above.
	Nigel Crawhall

	Listserv
	LISTSERV is the first electronic mailing list software application, consisting of a set of email addresses for a group in which the sender can send one email and it will reach a variety of people. [1] Since its launch in 1986, several other list management tools have been developed, such as Lyris ListManager in 1997, Sympa in 1997, GNU Mailman in 1998.

Prior to LISTSERV, email lists were managed manually. To join or leave a list, people would write to the human list administrator and ask to be added or removed, a process that only got more time-consuming as discussion lists grew in popularity.

LISTSERV was freeware from 1986 through 1993 and is now a commercial product developed by L-Soft, a company founded by LISTSERV author Eric Thomas in 1994.[2] A free version limited to 10 lists of up to 500 subscribers each can be downloaded from the company’s web site.


	http://tinyurl.com/m87fof


	Network
	…network-centric advocacy is a hybrid of the individual determination and participation typical of direct and grassroots models with the efficiencies and strengths of the organizational model. The hybrid is only possible because of the increased density of communications connections among potential participants and the ability to scale those connections to meet demand. The network-centric advocacy focuses on supporting individual engagement by connected grid resources (that may reside with individuals or organizations). The network-centric approach relies on dense communication ties to provide the synchronizing effects, prioritization and deployment roles of the organization. The potential for network-centric advocacy increases with each advancement in connectivity technology (web meetings, phone wifi, teleconference, voice mail, cell phones, voice over IP, etc.) and drop in transportation cost (flights, low cost shipping, etc.)

For this unit, a network is considered any organised advocacy grouping that shares information and resources between members. A network may consist of practitioners, community based organisations, specialists in a particular field or those interested in similar development themes and advocacy. See also Alliances (above)
	Marty Kearns, Executive Director, Green Media Toolshed

http://tinyurl.com/lgxtm3
See other Additional Resources for this unit

	Normative instrument
	Normative instruments are a type of international standards and policy instrument, with the purpose of setting goals in policy evolution. Negotiated at global level, they are intended to assist states in developing national policy and practices which harmonise with international norms and standards. The term ‘normative’ means that they are value-based. 
	Nigel Crawhall

	PowerPoint
	PowerPoint is a programme from Microsoft. It allows you to make slides that are projected from a computer. PowerPoint specialists say: Do not go beyond 15 slides or you are overwhelming people! 
	Nigel Crawhall



	RSS Feed
	RSS (most commonly translated as "Really Simple Syndication") is a family of web feed formats used to publish frequently updated works—such as blog entries, news headlines, audio, and video—in a standardized format.[2] An RSS document (which is called a "feed", "web feed",[3] or "channel") includes full or summarized text, plus metadata such as publishing dates and authorship. Web feeds benefit publishers by letting them syndicate content automatically. They benefit readers who want to subscribe to timely updates from favored websites or to aggregate feeds from many sites into one place.
	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RSS_Feed 

	Web2.0
	"Web 2.0" refers to what is perceived as a second generation of web development and web design. It is characterized as facilitating communication, information sharing, interoperability, User-centered design [1] and collaboration on the World Wide Web. It has led to the development and evolution of web-based communities, hosted services, and web applications. Examples include social-networking sites, video-sharing sites, wikis, blogs, mashups and folksonomies.
	http://tinyurl.com/ma5ayb
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