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	Term
	Definition
	Source (if known)

	Advocacy
	Advocacy is the pursuit of influencing outcomes — including public-policy and resource allocation decisions within political, economic, and social systems and institutions — that directly affect people’s current lives. (Cohen, 2001)
	Cohen, D., R. de la Vega, G. Watson. 2001. Advocacy for social justice. Bloomfield, CT: Kumarian Press Inc.

	Alliances
	In this module, we are contrasting a ‘network’ which can be an information sharing forum, virtual or in real life, with an alliance, which is understood to include solidarity and cooperative action in actual advocacy. The terms are not as important as understanding that there are a range of partnerships and solidarity which are possible. Working alone can make advocacy very difficult, building up alliances and working within networks can help in different ways: promote a collective approach to negotiations and policy transformation, as well as a platform for sharing and learning.
	Nigel Crawhall

	Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)
	The United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (2005-2014), for which UNESCO is the lead agency, seeks to integrate the principles, values, and practices of sustainable development into all aspects of education and learning, in order to address the social, economic, cultural and environmental problems we face in the 21st century. 
Education for sustainable development aims to help people to develop the attitudes, skills and knowledge to make informed decisions for the benefit of themselves and others, now and in the future, and to act upon these decisions.
	http://tinyurl.com/nw3mgr


	Focal Point (national)
	United Nations’ conventions often have National Focal Points who are responsible for attending key meetings and acting as liaisons between the National government and the particular UN institution. An example is that each government has a national Focal Point if they have ratified the Convention on Biological Diversity. Focal Points are important resource people when considering national programmes related to the UN Conventions, as well as finding common ground for cooperation. Focal points are either identified on UN websites or you can contact the UN Convention Secretariat and ask for the contact details for a particular country. 
	Nigel Crawhall

	International mechanisms
	When governments agree at the United Nations to a particular set of standards or principles, it is usual that a particular mechanisms is created. The agreement itself is a mechanism, such as a convention or a declaration. Frequently these are normative instruments in that they define how a state should behave, and set targets for transforming behaviours. In addition, the mechanism may have a review body, such as the Committees that hear cases related to violations of the Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, or the two UN Convenants. 
	See the Amnesty International article on human rights mechanisms, http://tinyurl.com/lf77ho


	International standards instrument
	International standards instruments are usually non-binding agreements which define acceptable behaviour and norms for States and possibly other actors. See international policy instruments above.
	Nigel Crawhall

	Networks
	In this module, Networks are referring to real and virtual forums for sharing information and ideas. Networks are often important for advocacy work, in that they can provide information, resources, alliance building opportunities and also help distribute media and the message coming out of the mapping. See Additional Resources for more information on electronic networking and advocacy. 
	Nigel Crawhall

	Normative instrument
	Normative instruments are a type of international standards and policy instrument, with the purpose of setting goals in policy evolution. Negotiated at global level, they are intended to assist states in developing national policy and practices which harmonise with international norms and standards. The term ‘normative’ means that they are value-based. 
	Nigel Crawhall

	UNCBD
	UN Convention on Biological Diversity. 
The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), known informally as the Biodiversity Convention, is an international legally binding treaty that was adopted in Rio de Janeiro in June 1992. The Convention has three main goals:

1. conservation of biological diversity; 

2. sustainable use of its components; and 

3. fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from genetic resources 

In other words, its objective is to develop national strategies for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity. It is often seen as the key document regarding sustainable development.


	See Wikipedia and the CBD home page: http://www.cbd.int/ 

	UNCCD
	UN Convention to Combat Desertification
UNCCD is officially the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa is a Convention to combat desertification and mitigate the effects of drought through national action programs that incorporate long-term strategies supported by international cooperation and partnership arrangements.

The Convention, the only convention stemming from a direct recommendation of the Conference's Agenda 21, was adopted in Paris on 17 June 1994 and entered into force in December 1996. It is the first and only internationally legally binding framework set up to address the problem of desertification. The Convention is based on the principles of participation, partnership and decentralization - the backbone of Good Governance and Sustainable Development. It now has 193 country Parties to the Convention, making it truly global in reach.
	See the home page: http://www.unccd.int/ 

	UNESCO
	UNESCO is the United Nations Education, Scientific, Communications and Cultural Organisation. Its headquarters is in Paris. 
	See http://www.unesco.org/ 

	UNFCCC
	UN Framework Convention on Climate Change:
UNFCCC is an international environmental treaty produced at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), informally known as the Earth Summit, held in Rio de Janeiro from 3 to 14 June 1992. The treaty is aimed at stabilizing greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system.


	See http://tinyurl.com/6kd7db
 and Wikipedia
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